
BEST PRACTICE 1 - DESCRIPTION

Institutional Social Responsibility of Unity (ISRU)

KAHM Unity Women’s College, Manjeri, has established the Institutional Social Responsibility

of Unity (ISRU) as a key component of its community outreach program. This initiative is

designed to promote socially responsible learning and contribute to the development of a

sustainable world through active participation from students, faculty, and the governing body.

The ISRU program aligns closely with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set forth by

the United Nations, ensuring that educational efforts not only focus on academic excellence but

also on the broader societal impacts of education.

The objectives of the ISRU can be summarized as follows:

● To ensure that students, faculty, and the governing body participate actively in socially

responsible learning activities.

● To address various social needs-including health, education, economic growth, and

environmental sustainability-in alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals.

● To contribute to creating a sustainable future by implementing initiatives that meets the

community’s social requirements.

Recognizing the importance of social responsibility in education, the College has developed the

ISRU program to integrate classroom learning with real world community service. This approach

fosters holistic learning by emphasizing the significance of community service in cultivating

socially conscious individuals. The initiatives under the ISRU umbrella tackle a wide array of

societal concerns, which are crucial for developing a well-rounded understanding of the world

among students.

Key Initiatives of ISRU

The ISRU program encompasses several prominent initiatives that reflect the college’s

commitment to addressing diverse societal issues: The college has organized numerous
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health-related initiatives over the years. These include visits to assisted living facilities, anti-drug

awareness campaigns, AIDS awareness campaigns, and fundraising events aimed at supporting

palliative care. These initiatives not only promote health and well-being in the community but

also instill a sense of empathy and responsibility among students. The college’s commitment to

combating climate change and protecting the environment is demonstrated through various

activities. These include flood relief efforts, tree planting drives, and multiple cleaning projects

conducted in conjunction with the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. Such endeavors highlight the

college's proactive stance on environmental issues and aim to foster a culture of sustainability

among students and the broader community. To support long-term economic growth, the ISRU

program incorporates educational initiatives such as training sessions on soft skills, stock trading,

and digital financial literacy. Furthermore, the program encourages young entrepreneurs by

providing them with the necessary tools and resources to thrive in a competitive market. By

equipping students with practical skills, the college aims to contribute to their personal and

professional development while also uplifting the community economically. ISRU places a

significant emphasis on minimizing social inequities through various outreach initiatives. These

include conducting poverty surveys, constructing housing for low-income families, and

providing assistance to individuals with disabilities. By addressing these pressing social issues,

the college aims to create a more inclusive society and raise awareness about the challenges

faced by marginalized groups.

The impact of the ISRU program has been significant, benefiting both the college community

and the larger society. Numerous outreach initiatives have reached thousands of individuals over

the years. For instance, the “Reading Day” program in 2021 positively impacted 200

participants, promoting literacy and education within the community. Similarly, the palliative

care fundraising campaign in 2021 saw a high level of participation, demonstrating the

community’s commitment to supporting those in need. Additionally, in 2019, the college’s flood

relief efforts provided crucial assistance to over 150 individuals affected by natural disasters. The

effectiveness and reach of these programs have been further enhanced through partnerships with

local organizations, including the Manjeri Municipality. Collaborating with these entities has

allowed ISRU to amplify its impact, ensuring that the initiatives address the real needs of the

community and operate with greater efficiency.
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Despite its successes, the ISRU program has faced challenges, particularly in organizing

extensive outreach initiatives that require coordination among multiple stakeholders. One of the

primary obstacles has been ensuring that each program is adequately resourced, including

funding, personnel, and logistical support. As the number of participants and the scale of

initiatives continue to grow, the need for sufficient resources—such as transportation, materials

for distribution, and trained staff to facilitate campaigns and seminars—has become increasingly

important. To navigate these challenges, the college administration has provided ongoing

support, facilitating collaboration with external organizations to meet resource needs. This

proactive approach has allowed the ISRU program to overcome obstacles effectively, ensuring

that its initiatives can continue to make a meaningful impact on both the college community and

society at large.

Conclusion

The ISRU exemplifies the transformative potential of integrating social responsibility into

education. By fostering active participation in community service and aligning its initiatives with

the Sustainable Development Goals, the college is not only shaping socially conscious

individuals but also contributing to the development of a sustainable future. Through health

initiatives, environmental sustainability efforts, educational programs for economic growth, and

initiatives aimed at promoting social equality, ISRU stands as a testament to the power of

education as a catalyst for positive change. The ongoing support from the college administration

and collaborations with local organizations further enhance the program’s effectiveness, ensuring

that it continues to address the pressing needs of the community.
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